Splenic artery rupture during pregnancy concealed by a pancreatic lymphangioma: a rare co-occurrence.
A pregnant woman presented to a local hospital with abdominal pain and hemorrhagic shock. Emergency caesarean section ruled out an obstetric cause and revealed a large mass, interpreted as a hematoma, with active bleeding of unknown origin. Because of her poor clinical condition, the patient was admitted to our hospital. Computed tomographic findings were suspicious for bleeding originating from the splenic artery. Laparotomy confirmed the presence of a ruptured splenic artery. A splenic artery aneurysm-a relatively well known entity during pregnancy-was absent. Hemostasis was achieved by clipping the artery. A large pancreatic cystic mass, which was misinterpreted earlier as a hematoma, was surgically removed. The pathologic examination revealed a pancreatic lymphangioma, an uncommon benign tumor. The ruptured splenic artery was presumably related to the pancreatic lymphangioma and vascular changes caused by pregnancy. A splenic artery rupture in co-occurrence of a pancreatic lymphangioma is a unique presentation which has not been reported previously.